Using Digital Technology
to Engage the Montessori
Learner
This workshop addresses how digital technologies can be used in practice to engage
(rather than distract) 6-12 year-old and adolescent students in Montessori (and
traditional) classrooms. Digital technologies are inherently customisable and interactive,
and they have blurred the distinction between producers and consumers in the
Information Age. When teachers understand the strengths and limitations of these
devices they can shape learning experiences that promote autonomy, authenticity,
connection and inquiry. Participants will be invited to consider some broad
characteristics that make Montessori classrooms engaging for children. After an
audiovisual tour of some very specific ways in which digital technologies can enhance
these characteristics without detracting from our core method, participants will be
inspired to integrate technology into their 6-12 and adolescent classrooms to engage
and motivate their young “digital natives.”
Mark Powell taught for 26 years in Montessori 6-9 and 9-12 classrooms, and was a
teacher trainer with the Center for Montessori Teacher Education, New York for
twelve years. Mark has a M.Ed. degree (specialising in Conflict Resolution) from
Lesley University in Cambridge MA, and also a MA State teaching credential. He has
published two dozen articles on Montessori education in Montessori and other
education journals, and wrote a chapter in the 2008 book A Place for Play edited by
Elizabeth Goodenough. Mark has designed and sold many classroom materials. He
has delivered workshops at American Montessori Society national conferences and
has consulted for dozens of Montessori schools across the U.S. and in Australia and
New Zealand. He returned home to Queensland in June 2016 and taught at the 9-12
level for another four years before leaving the classroom to join Montessori Australia.

SATURDAY, 15 MAY 2021
2:00PM - 4:30PM (BRISBANE TIME)
CAPALABA STATE COLLEGE, School Road
Capalaba QLD + ZOOM

MEMBERS $49
NON-MEMBERS $125
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL:
www.montessori.org.au

