7th Assembly of Educateurs sans Frontieres
Tepoztlan, Mexico
21 July — 3 August, 2018

“Culture can be transmitted by means of the spoken work .... Above all, however, it has to be taken
in through activity with the help of an apparatus which permits the child to acquire culture by himself,
urged onwards by the nature of his mind which seeks and is guided by the laws of his development.
These laws prove that culture is absorbed by the child by means of individual experience, by the
repetition of interesting exercises which always require the contribution of the activity of the hand, the
organ which cooperates with the development of the intelligence.”

Maria Montessori, The Formation of Man, p. 127

The 7" Educateurs sans Frontiéres (EsF) Assembly will be held in the beautiful mountain town
Tepoztlan in collaboration with Montessori México. The EsF Assembly will bring together a group of
maximum 100 people to explore how Montessori programmes can serve diverse communities around
the world. The first week will focus on the link between the mind and hand, as equally important tools
to cultivate and refine. The second week will focus on how to apply Montessori principles and engage
community in order to bring about change on both a local and global level.

The Educateurs sans Frontieres Assembly is a unique two-week retreat for an international group of
people who support children and families to flourish in all kinds of communities, by applying Montessori
principles both within formal education and within the community. Montessori’s profound contribution
to the understanding of the child’s development and her commitment to champion the rights,
education and welfare of children and families worldwide provides the foundation of the Assembly.
Eminent speakers will present their work with an aim to deepen individual and collective understanding
of essential Montessori principles through reflection and exchange. Participants will learn from one
another and revisit Montessori principles and practices, which will include discussions on Montessori-
based initiatives as well as other social reform initiatives. A site visit in the Morelos region will provide
the opportunity to see and experience the potential of innovative educational programmes in Mexico.

We aim to welcome a wide diversity of participants in terms of geographical representation,
experience, interests and backgrounds. The group will be limited to 100 people maximum in order

to facilitate deep and meaningful discussion, interaction and reflection. To optimize the EsF
experience, participation will only be possible for people able to sign up for the full two-week
Assembly. The intensive programme will include presentations, workshops, readings and discussions,
while building in sufficient time for personal contributions and reflection.

The purpose of the Educateurs sans Frontieres Assemblies is three-fold:

Deeper Understanding: To deepen individual and collective understanding of essential Montessori
principles. This is achieved through the collective study of Maria Montessori’s writings in a reflective
atmosphere and suitably designed prepared environment.

Preparation: To support participants through a process of self-examination and self-awareness
covering the many deep issues involved in the work of an educateur, thereby empowering those who
take part to go out into the world ready to sow the seeds of Montessori thought and practice, as well
as a close examination of Montessori’s own inspirations and work. Outside speakers from a variety of
fields support this element.

Applicable Practice: To develop and encourage individual and collective knowledge of the innumerable
possibilities, openings and opportunities for Montessori work in the world, and to acknowledge the
power of one person to make a difference.



Educateurs sans Frontieres

Educateurs sans Frontiéres, a division of the Association Montessori Internationale, was created in
1999 by Renilde Montessori to revisit, within the twenty-first century context, key social reform
aspects of Montessori’s pioneering educational principles first introduced in 1907. Previous EsF
Assemblies have been held in Italy (1999), Spain (2004), the United States (2011), Thailand (2015),
India (2016), South Africa (2018).

The mission of Educateurs sans Frontieres is to work with individuals, families, communities,
organisations and governments to further the rights, education, and welfare of children worldwide.
EsF is committed to transcending borders in order to serve children through innovative educational
initiatives using Montessori principles and practices. EsF functions as a social movement that strives
to promote the rights of the child throughout the world, irrespective of race, religion, political and
social beliefs, in cooperation with other bodies and organisations that further the development of
education, human rights, and peace.

The vision of EsF is to support educational initiatives through mentorship and resources, guiding them
towards sustainability, expansion, and replication. When Montessori principles are applied in the wider
context of society, their possibilities are vast and all encompassing. EsF prepares individuals to carry
out the broader social mission of the Montessori movement, deepening their understanding of the
needs of humanity and the imperatives of development by revisiting Montessori principles and
practices from the perspective of society at large. EsF builds capacity by connecting Montessori
teachers, advocates, students, schools and organisations within communities, local officials, policy
makers and funders, to improve the visibility and credibility of Montessori education and consequently
increase its availability and access.

EsF Initiatives include:

* At risk and under-served populations — poverty, refugees, prisons
* Remote and Indigenous communities

* Public education

« Initiatives for adolescents

* First years of life

* Preparation and support for parenthood

* Inclusive education

» Montessori approaches in work for the elderly

Visit the website https://www.montessori-esf.org/ for more information.
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